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Marines remember Dec. 7

A CUT ABOVE THE REST

The lasting effects of 
World War II veterans

COURTESY STORY
U.S. Marine Corps Forces, 
Pacifi c

Marine Corps Air Station  
(MCAS) Ewa wasn’t a desir-
able duty station in 1941. It 
was a hot, barren fi eld. Ma-
rines slept in tents for nearly 
a year before permanent bar-
racks were constructed. Then, 
just a week after personnel 
moved into their quarters, 
this scorpion-infested air 
strip, as well as the Marines 
who served there, would be 
some of the fi rst to suffer from 
the Japanese attacks Dec. 7. 

Marines from U.S. Marine 
Corps Forces, Pacifi c (MAR-
FORPAC) presented a wreath 
to pay their respects to the 
fallen Dec. 6, as part of the 
greater 75th commemoration 
of the attacks on Pearl Harbor.

A memorial was erected at 
Barbers Point Golf Course,  
honoring the lives of the fol-
lowing who fell that infamous 
day: Sgt. William Latschau, 
Jr., Sgt. Carlo Michaletto, Pfc. 
Edward Lawrence and Pvt. 
William Turner.

In honor of these heroes, 
some of the fi rst U.S. forces 
to return fi re during World 
War II, current and former 
Marines stationed in Hawaii 
have made it a tradition to 
meet here and remember. 

“(We) always do this on Dec. 
7, every year, no matter what, 
for as long as I can remember,” 
said Maggie Gaukler, comman-
dant, Marine Corps League 
Aloha Detachment. “Marines 
take care of their own, even 
after they have passed away,” 
she added.

The battle at MCAS Ewa 
was short and fi erce. The 
Japanese airmen’s rendez-
vous point was close to the 
air station, making it a tar-
get as they came in for the 
attack and returned to their 
carriers. 

The airfi eld was strafed 
several times, just minutes 
before Pearl Harbor was 
attacked. Of the 48 aircraft 

stationed here, 33 were de-
stroyed.

Despite the surprise and 
confusion, Marines fought, 
“practically to the last man. 
Every Marine at the base 
met the attack with what-
ever weapon there was at 
hand, or that he could com-
mandeer, or even improvise 
with the limited means of his 
command,” read the offi cial 

report of the attack. 
“We are here because four 

Marines, four of our brothers, 
gave their last full measure 
here,” said Brig. Gen. Brian 
Cavanaugh, deputy com-
mander, MARFORPAC. “We 
owe it to them to remember 
and honor them and to keep 
their legacy alive. (And) be-
cause we are Marines, that’s 
exactly what we will do.”
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“I’ve been looking for-
ward to this moment for 
quite a while now, and it’s 
fi nally near,” said Petty Of-
fi cer 1st Class Wren Pettett. 
“You always hear so much 
about the history of Pearl 
Harbor, but to actually be a 
part of that history …”

His voice trails off as he 
tries to fi nd words that de-
scribe his emotions. Over 
his shoulder, the sun begins 
to set behind the USS Battle-
ship Missouri Memorial, and 
to his right, the USS Arizona 
Memorial. 

Each day, Pettett has the 
honor of driving one of the 
white boats that tour the 
waters of Pearl Harbor, as 
visitors from around the 
world come to pay their re-
spects and learn about the 
history that lives in infamy 
after that fateful December 
day in 1941.

Today, Pettett drove 
around perhaps the most 

important kind of visitors: 
the survivors of the Pearl 
Harbor attacks and their 
families, here to honor the 
75th anniversary of one of 
the United States’ darkest 
days. For the young man, he 
expressed that the phrase, 
“opportunity of a lifetime,” 
doesn’t begin to justify the 
honor.

“Every day, when I’m 
driving one of these boats 
and we go by the resting 
place of the USS Oklahoma, 
the USS Utah and the USS 
Arizona, the humbling feel-
ing of honor and privilege I 
feel to take people around 
this beautiful harbor is in-
describable,” he explained. 
“But to have the honor of 
driving a boat carrying sur-
vivors of the Pearl Harbor 
attacks for the 75th anni-
versary, it brings a new kind 
of self-worth to this job. It 
makes me happy to be alive 
in this moment, to serve at 
this particular moment in 
history.”

As the survivors and their 
family members make their 

(Above) U.S. Marine Brig. Gen. Brian Cavanaugh, deputy commander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Pacific, 
salutes as a wreath is laid for fallen Marines at Barbers Point Golf Course in Kapolei Dec. 6. The 
commemoration was to honor the four Marines killed in the attack at Marine Corps Air Station Ewa 
Dec. 7, 1941 during the attack on Pearl Harbor. (Top) Marines with U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Pacific and 
members of the Marine Corps League gather for a photo after the commemorative ceremony. 

U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Timothy Miller, left, 
poses with valiant World 
War II veteran Mickey 
Ganitch at a meet and greet 
at the Moanalua Great Clips 
salon Dec. 7. Great Clips, the 
world’s largest hair salon 
brand, commemorated the 
75th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor with 
a “cut-a-thon” at each of 
its three salon locations 
on the Island. Great Clips 
offered $7.99 haircuts that 
day with all proceeds going 
to Tripler Fisher Houses. 
Combined, these two homes 
can house 19 families at a 
time, at no cost, while their 
loved ones receive medical 
care at nearby Tripler Army 
Medical Center. PHOTO 

COURTESY OF GREAT CLIPS

Pearl Harbor survivor Mickey Ganitch speaks with friends while 
on a tour of the USS Arizona Memorial Dec. 7. PHOTO BY PETTY 
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U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Ewa was established near the 
Ewa villages at Kapolei.

U.S. Marine Corps Air Station Ewa was decommissioned 
and the grounds were absorbed into U.S. Naval Air Station 
Barbers Point.
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